Early Winter, 2025

Love radically, serve gratefully, wonder daily.

We congratulate Lyra, who completed
her book entitled, All About Owls. Lyra
wrote and illustrated this book which is
filled with wonderful drawings and facts
such as where owls live and what they
eat. Thank you for sharing the book with
all of us!

N . We also congratulate Andrea Starr who
: wrote the one act play En Route which
she and Rev. Ben performed for us as a
coda to the service entitled Hiding our
True Selves. This moving play imagined
the last moments of John and Jackie
. Kennedy’s life together. Thank you for
=~ your performance, which affected and
——— touched us all.




neflectiong

Looking to buy a gift for someone this holiday season?
A 14 karat white Gold Naomi Round Lab Diamond Tennis
Necklace can be purchased from Tiffany’s for $6,430. And
that’s half price.

| found myself wondering if the cost of the
frankincense, gold, and myrrh that the Magi allegedly
brought to Mary and her infant were comparably priced.
Wise men though they were, none of those presents seem
to me particularly appropriate for a mother and her
newborn child.

We are about to begin a season of collective binge gift-
buying, if tradition is followed. And there is no question
that offering someone a present that the recipient
genuinely loves is a joy for both recipient and giver.

But I’ll never forget an experience one Christmas and
Hanukkah, when my son was four or five years old. He
would frequently say, when seeing a commercial on
Cartoon Network for a complicated toy, or kit, costing a
few hundred dollars, “I want that.” | finally succumbed to
his wishes and ordered one. It cost perhaps $395, came
unassembled, and turned out to have seemingly a
thousand small parts, requiring some fifty steps to put it
together. | couldn’t even accomplish step 3. The toy
stayed in its box and lived the rest of its life in the corner
of my son’s bedroom.





















